
Salim DADA 

- Biography - 

 

Originally from the Algerian Sahara region (Laghouat), after initially working as a draftsman 
painter and training as a doctor, he gradually became drawn towards a musical career. 

In Algeria, after several years of self-taught study in instrumental practice and composition, 
between 2002 and 2005 he went to study musical writing (analysis, harmony, counterpoint) at 
the Higher National Institute of Music of Algiers, a training that he followed at the same time as 
a correspondence course with the school “Polyphonies” in France. He directed groups of Arab-
Andalusian music at Laghouat and Blida (1998-2007), taught guitar and musical writing, including 
harmony and counterpoint, at Higher Normal School of Algiers (ENS Kouba) then at the 
Regional Institute of Musical Training of Algiers (2005-2008). Between 2006 and 2009, he 
became the first composer in residence of the National Symphony Orchestra of Algeria; he 
created seven compositions, including Fantaisie sur un air andalou for flute and orchestra, the 
symphonic poem Souvenirs d’enfance and the symphonic dances Lounga Nahawound, Lounga 
Dil and Bent Essahra. 

Subsequently, with an Italian Government Scholarship he studied orchestral conducting in Italy 
at the State Conservatory of Turin from 2008 to 2010, and he founded there his own string 
quartet “Takht DADA”, to whom he dedicated several of his works. 

Salim Dada currently lives in France, where since 2011 he has been composer in residence of the 
‘Divertimento’ Symphonic Orchestra, based in the Parisian region.  For them, he writes a new 
score each season: Afri. Rhapsodie Africaine, the symphonic poem Tableaux d’une vie arabe, and the 
symphony opening Dzaïr. He also appears regularly as a musician and composer with an 
ensemble, where he plays guitar, oud, saxophone and percussion. 

The music of Salim Dada has won several awards and has been presented in various countries of 
the world: Algeria, France, Italy, Germany, Spain, Holland, the United States, Argentina, Qatar, 
Syria, Palestine, Jordan, Egypt, Tunisia and Morocco.  

2007: Bonn’s Robert Schumann festival, 57th Junger Kunstler Bayreuth festival. 2008: Euro-
Mediterranean Youth Orchestra festival Damascus. 2009: 7th edition of the Cairo’s festival of 
Arabic composers “Arab Perspectives”, Settembre Musica-MITO in Milan, Amsterdam’s “PAN 
6” festival. 2010: international festival of cultural diversity at the Paris UNESCO, Italian’s 4th 
Perinaldo and “Est-Ovest” festivals. 2011: Divertimento’s concert “Hommage à la Méditerranée” at 
the Cité de la musique and the “Label Sorbonne” festival in Paris. 2012: Seattle’s “Ice Breaker VI: 
New Music from the Mediterranean” and the cycles of the Divertimento orchestra “2012: Une année 
olympique” in the Paris region and “Algérie-France: une symphonie pour 2012” for the opening of the 
musical season in the Cité de la musique in Paris and the “Fête de l'Humanité” in La Courneuve. 
2013: Palestine Youth Orchestra tours in Palestine and Jordan, Divertimento concerts at the 
“Fête de l'Humanité”, Grand Théâtre de Provence in Aix and a tour of the South of France. 

His research on the evolution of Eastern music and orchestral polyphony were crowned by the 
obtaining of a Maîtrise diploma, then a Research Masters in Music and Musicology from the 
University of Paris-Sorbonne (2010-2012). Currently, he is a Ph.D. research student in 
Musicology in the research team “Institut de Recherche en Musicologie” at the Sorbonne, where 
he is preparing a thesis on “Al-Adhân: the call to prayer in Islam”. 

 


